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Chip Spence — Commodore 

"In the Blind".....This is a term which  has important meaning to 
aviators and SHOULD have equal importance to mariners.  What 
does it mean?  Simply stated in a failed attempt to contact a party 
via radio in an urgent situation, the caller should make the call "in 
the blind" by stating," IN THE BLIND, this is Sailing Vessel XXX, 
requesting assistance at ( location) due to (cause of distress).  Not 
knowing that your message is received is very unsettling.  But 
unlike a cell phone that no one answers, a call in the blind is 
generally heard by someone who can relay your message or even 
assist. 
 
Now why would I begin my comments, "In the blind"?  it is 
because we have a multitude of talented folks in BYC who are also 
penning articles for this Bowsprit.  Not knowing the content of 
their articles, I chance to mention the subjects and let them fill in 
the details. 
 
What a month this has been membership wise.  It seems each 
week we are welcoming new members in.  I don't know what we 
are doing, but whatever it is, let's keep doing it.  See the Rear 
Commodore's report for more details. 
 
Our cruise to Island Mooring was very successful.  We had a large 
fleet sail over and many chose to drive.  We even picked up some 
new members.  See the Cruise Dude's article for more on this and 
the next cruise on July 12th to Bahia Marina for the Bastille Day 
celebration. 
 
Our new space is shaping up quickly.  Storage areas for those who 

(Continued on page 2) 
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have signed up are ready to be occupied.  Please enter the club through the front door which 
disables the alarm.  Then proceed through the new door to suite 101.  The door at the 
sidewalk may be used to move in, then secure that door and exit the club as normal, setting 
the alarm as you do so.  Please contact the Vice Commodore if you have any questions 
regarding the use of the space.  
 
The second or maybe the third edition of training for the Amateur Radio license is in 
progress.  Extra David Neipert is conducting the class.  You will learn what an "Extra" is and 
more about communicating in the blind if you attend these classes to prep for the FCC 
licensing test.  Contact Dave for more info. 
 
Our dinners continue to amaze me.  I haven't seen "Pot Luck" on the calendar for a 
while.  Thanks to all who have satisfied our palettes.  Contact the Dinner Belles to add you 
name to the calendar. 
 
And next, coming to a theatre near you, the a BYC Murder Mystery and Dinner.  Our own 
playwright, Jacque Potts, is orchestrating this event.  Stand by for more. 
 
Another BYC International cruise begins on 11 July in St Marteen, of the Nether Antilles. Ten 
members and 2 others will charter 2 sailing vessels for a week long adventure.  This trip was 
initiated by  Jim and Sylvia Whitworth.  They are so serious about seeing that their cruisers 
have a good time that they forced themselves to go a week early to prepare for the rowdy 
crowd. 
 
If you want to participate in another international cruise of a different kind, there is still 
time. This one is a Royal Caribbean Line cruise out of Galveston on a BIG boat.  At last count 
over 20 members had signed up.  This is going to be a blast, contact Cathy Colley if you want 
to join us. 
 
And finally, BYC has committed once again to provide a food booth at the Harvest Moon 
regatta.  The regatta is a little earlier this year.  Mark you calendars for Oct 10 and 11.  You 
will be hearing more from Brenda Spence and Susie Portis as the date nears. 
 
But a near date, not to be forgotten is the Navy Regatta hosted by CCYC and BYC. We will be 
hosting the registration party on 8 Aug.  Expect more detail for our Social chairs, Lori Stoner 
and Cathy Colley on this event.  We will need finger food from many to pull this off. 
 
In closing, we are half way through a wonderful 2014.  Thank you ALL for the help and 
support. 
 
See ya on the water,  
 
Chip 

    Commodore’s Watch continued 
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Rear Commodores Report 

Thanks to all the members of the Bay Yacht Club, our membership is flourishing.  We have 17 
new members as of July 4.   Our new Clubhouse is packed on all scheduled events, and every-
one is having a great time!  If you are one of the few not attending, you are missing a wonder-
ful time that could be shared with your friends. 

Our new Clubhouse is finished, with only a few improvements planned and we now have ac-
quired the adjacent unit, to be used for additional storage, personal storage modules, meeting 
room, HAM Radio room, and most importantly, access to 4 more common building rest-
rooms.   The facilities are top notch, and Shoreline Blvd is being worked on with paving look-
ing like it is imminent. 

Please welcome the following new members (children in parenthesis), in order from the first 
of the year: 
 
Brynn Olson & Trent Turner 
Chris Ruckman & family 
Chuck Giffen 
Chris & Tammy Edwards 
Al & Jeannie Hughes 
Joe & Betty Sircely 
Herbert & Ursula Mizelli 
Terry Dawson 
Gerald & Cindi Tunches (Heather) 
Jaimie & Tamala Alejandro (Phoenix) 
Terry & Barb Sweeney 
Jason & Teri Labbe (Elyssa, Mica) 
John & Karen Cicala 
Tom Hogan 
Cliff Bost & Beth Vidaurri 
Carla Daggett & Dave Grey 
Paul & Esperanza Magnini 
 

Cheers, 
Walt Crawford 
Rear Commodore and Membership Chairman 
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From The Cruise Dude  

Summer Solstice Cruise 

As Goldilocks would note:  Not too windy, not too calm.  Ahh, just right.  And the wind 
was not on the nose.  There were some minor glitches:  The host boat, captained by an 
Admiral of the Texas Navy, had to sit at anchor and transfer the host boat provisions to 
the Commodore’s boat while awaiting the services of TowBoat US.  Another had to 
accept a tow rather than trying to change an impeller while drifting down a channel.  And 
a third boat ran its engine the entire trip rather than risking a re-start due to a 
questionable battery bank.  But all, including those with problems, successfully arrived at 
Island Moorings Marina, negotiated its narrow fairways and had a very good time at the 
pool and the feeding frenzy on the finger pier.  A special thanks to those who brought so 
much to graze on that the question of where to have dinner became, for many, moot.   

So many people came and went and mixed with new members, prospective members, 
guests and the denizens of the Marina that the Cruise Dude, while remaining entirely 
sober, lost track of the boats that made the trip.    However, it is believed Waypoint, 
Pegasus, Inevitable, Cabaret, Endless Summer, Honky Voodoo, Sanctuary, 
Remembrance, Independence, Living and Loving Life, Live Free, Bumboat, WindSwept, 
and Windsong physically made the voyage, while the crews of several others, including, 
inter alia, Concerto, Suppose, and Rima, arrived by land bearing additions to the already 
overloaded host boat table.  

A caveat to members who are new to sailing in this area:  As prior residents of Port 
Aransas, we have had the opportunity to observe an annual Port A summer event:   
boating accidents resulting from high speed power boats operated by folks with 
questionable skill and/or knowledge and/or experience and/or sobriety.  Port A attracts 
these individuals in large numbers during the summer - in many instances the accident 
occurred on their first or second time to use their boat.  On Saturday, as the Bay Yacht 
Club boats were making their way to Island Moorings Marina, a charter catamaran from 
the marina had a head on collision with a power boat in the ship channel that resulted in 
the catamaran having one of its bows badly crunched and the power boat flipping over, 
sinking, and sending several of its riders to the hospital (they were lucky not to have 
received a trip to the morgue).  So, be aware. 

Next cruise (July 12 and 13) is to Bahia Marina for their annual storming of the Bastille 
party which will include the live music of Larry Joe Taylor and a community “bring a 
covered dish” dinner.  The Marina, in the past, has also provided beer kegs and has a 
kitty for donations for both the beer and the band.  No RSVP is necessary, but if you plan 
on attending, either via boat or vehicle, remember to bring food to share, cash, chairs 
and mosquito repellant. 

Cruise Dude 



P a g e  5  B Y C   B o w s p r i t  2 0 1 4  

Membership Committee  

It’s that time again!  Below is a list of the people that you will want to talk to in order to join 
our illustrious group of flag officers and directors.  If you don’t think that you are up for all 
of the fun but know someone that is, pass their name along.  
  
The full committee is... 
  
Harry Armenia 
Andy Horner 
Brenda Spence 
Kerry Kaldenbach 
Ed Portis 
  
Run, don’t walk for you chance to be first on their list. 

Social 

SAVE THE DATE! BASEBALL HOTDOGS APPLE PIE 
 

Please make plans to celebrate with us on Wednesday July 3rd at 6:30 pm 
 

try your hand at decorating a baseball and bring it to the party   
 

OR maybe there is a chef in you that wants to enter the apple pie contest 
 

 YOU COULD BE THE WINNER 
 

Bring your friends and family     
 

 hot dog bar , potato salad   

Education 

5 tips for being a good boat guest 
 
  1.   Show up on time 
 2.  Bring food to share, finger food is best 
 3.  Bring the beverage of your choice 
 4.  Offer to help with lines, steering etc., if you don’t know ask, if you don’t feel comfortable 
       keep clear of activity 
 5.  Have fun and be safe.  
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Crossing the Gulf S/V Kaz by Kevin Kaldenbach 

My June trip across the gulf was five days and fifteen hours, the 
fastest I have done so far.  S/V Kaz burned 90 gallons of diesel 
and the engine ran all but five hours as we motor sailed a 
straight line to Tampa.  Why push so hard? One may ask. The 
short answer is weather. Though long term weather forecast 
have gotten a lot better they still cannot be trusted beyond 
three days. We were just into Hurricane season and there had 
been a disturbance forecasted seven days out for the past week. 
Every day the threat was pushed one day forward. Other than 
that distant threat the weather called for SSE to south winds 
until we hit the Florida coast where the winds would be from the east but light enough that they should 
not matter. It was a perfect forecast that we needed to take advantage of. 
 
Along the way I realized that this trip had two similarities with my trip in May of 2013. Some of you 
might have seen my video on You Tube titled “Abandoned boat in the Gulf of Mexico” where I found 
another sailboat that was adrift. On that same trip I also crossed paths with my friend John Hornug 
from Corpus Christi who was making a gulf passage.  On this recent trip we passed that same friend and 
we found a boat adrift in the Gulf Stream. 
 
This time I knew to watch out for John because Chris Edwards had been following him on the HF radio 
and before I left Chris told me how many miles John was off the coast of Texas. As I laid in the cockpit 
on day two of the trip I thought how we should be within radio contact of John but after taking a look at 
the horizon I saw that not only were we in radio range but visual range as I saw his sailboat mast. John 
later told Chris that he damn near fell out of his bunk when he heard me hailing him. And just like the 
trip a year earlier I found yet another abandoned boat. 
 
There was something eerie seeing the tiny boat named Yordy as it floated unattended in the Gulfstream. 
Steel tanks were fastened to the aluminum hull to give it more stability and water jugs floated along 
side. What appeared to be a makeshift mast lay broken. I could not help but think this boat was the ill-
fated attempt of a destitute Cuban trying to reach freedom. After circling the little boat to take pictures 
we soon continued on our way speculating as to what happened to the crew. “Where did the bullet holes 
come from” I asked Ed Radtke, the owner of Kaz. “Your right there were bullet holes” Ed realized. Did 
someone try to scuttle the boat after rescuing the people on it or was the crew murdered? No matter 
what happened, the little boat gave us plenty to think about and to appreciate. 

 
On the last day Ed caught a tuna and I was taken in by the glee Ed displayed as 
he marveled over the beauty of the fish and I had to sneak a little video of him 
babbling like a child. This is when I realized that to Ed and our third crew 
member John Braman this was more than a delivery, it was a life experience 
that they would hold onto for a long time. I have seen these experiences 
portrayed in video but it sure was nice to be part of one. 
 
As for where I am at now I am in Riviera Beach Florida where I spent the last 
two weeks getting S/V Foxey ready to bring home to Corpus Christi. I think she 
is ready to go but I am now waiting for Tropical Storm Arthur to make its way 
up the coast. In the meantime I spent a few hours on the treasure hunting ship 
Iron Maiden helping them diagnose and engine problem. If my advice helps 
them I plan to twist their arms to allow me to go on a treasure hunt someday. 
Wouldn’t that be cool! 



P a g e  7  B Y C   B o w s p r i t  2 0 1 4  

Guest Writers Corner 

AL’S BLUE WATER RULES by Al Hughes 

(This is the first installment of a set of blue water rules learned the hard way.) 

 You may have seen pink elephants once or twice in your young life, and there is the movie 

“The Pink Submarine”, a hilarious spoof on WWII movies; but have you ever seen a 45 foot, cutter 

rigged pink cruising catamaran?  Ed Bond, a Boeing engineer at Seattle, designed and built Con 

Amour in his back yard.  Transferred to New Orleans, later to Cape Canaveral for the Apollo 

program, he sailed ‘er from Seattle, through the Panama Canal and back to the states.  Eighteen year 

old Jeannie McCaffery, foster daughter of Ed and Marilyn Bond, sailed as crew; surviving a knock 

down (mast in the water), righting in 60 foot waves off the coast of Oregon.  In New Orleans, they 

survived a hurricane at dock.  

In June of ’67 Jeannie and I set out on the Con Amour as crew from Diamond 99 Marina, 

Melbourne, Florida; bound to the Caribbean.  The plan was to sail the Intracoastal Waterway south 

to Palm Beach inlet where we would take our departure to the east.   

A moonless night fell on the Intracoastal as we motored in calm airs.  Ed assigned us crew 

duties on two hour shifts; Marilyn and a young teenage boy on his first boat ride took the first shift 

from 10pm.  Jeannie and I would take the midnight shift.  We went below to rest (separate 

staterooms, thank you.  We were courting, not married.)  Going below, I noticed the next buoy light 

flashing red, no more than a mile away. 

I rolled right into the rack, cloths on, for a short rest.  As I began to drift off I heard and felt, 

right beneath me, the unmistakable sound and vibration of fiberglass plowing sand.   Everyone raced 

on deck, blinded by that flashing red light, now standing still just four yards off our starboard 

quarter.  Marilyn was still at the wheel; still staring straight ahead in utter confusion.  

Known to be miserable living aboard, totally disinterested in piloting or anything nautical, 

lost in her own thoughts, Marilyn had taken the wheel in the dark without reference to the chart and 

had become fixated on that flashing light.  Whether on a motorcycle or a boat, it is a known fact that 

you are likely to hit anything you stare at.  She almost did, and when the channel turned sharp left, 

she did not.  With the dawn, Ed and I went over the side with an eight foot 2x6, carried just for this 

purpose; wedged Con Amour straight back off the sand with the help of passing wake from a couple 

of big power boats.  (Could not lay an anchor straight back.  Channel was  way too deep and no 

dingy.) 

RULE #1: Skippers!  Stay aware of your crew capabilities and mental state at all times.  

Never assign anyone a task they are not competent and/or focused to fulfill.         

RULE #2: Always have a plan and the necessary equipment on board to get off the 

bottom without external assistance.   In general, it is best to back out the way you came 

to grief.  You have already plowed that ground. 

(In the next installment we will take our departure and beat east to San Juan, P.R.)  
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Racing 

Race 4 was postponed due to weather.  A make up date will be announced, possible the 

Navy Regatta. 

If you would like to race but need crew or would like to crew but don’t have a boat drop a 

note to racing@bayyachtclub.org and we will try to get everyone hooked up. 

See you at the starting line! 

BYC In The News 

 

 

June 21-22nd was a busy weekend for Bay Yacht Club. In the MORF Offshore Race Aloha 
came in first in the All Sails category and O'Daycious 2nd in the the 150 class.  

Fourteen boats sailed to Island Mooring for a summer solstice cruise.  After relaxing at the 
pool,  appetites whetted by ocean air and exercise were very appreciative of the appetizers 
provided by host boats, Bumboat and Endless Summer.   

Fortunately there are no pictures of the extremely brisk winds on Sunday providing at least 2 
sailors with the "did you know your boat would do that?" kind of learning experience that will 
have members talking 'till the next cruise.  

From the Dinner Belles 

The month of June was a good month for eating, as usual, at the Bay Yacht Club. Julie, K, 
Kathy, and Jenny hosted a pasta bar on the seventh. The Neiperts treated us to a home 
cooked German meal on the fourteenth, and Tamala and Jaime Alejandro made barbequed 
beef noodles with a little help from Mom and Dad,  Tammy and Chris on the twenty-
eighth. Thank you to all the cooks including those who brought an appetizer to share at the 
Island Moorings cruise. 
 
The Dinner Belles  
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And Now A Word From Our Sponsors 

P a g e  9  B Y C   B o w s p r i t  2 0 1 4  

Look who is wearing a Bay Yacht Club Attire!    We have many sizes in stock.  

Flag Shirts  

 X-small, Small, Medium, Large and X-Large -  $44.75 includes sales tax    

 2XL and 3XL - $49.29 also includes sales tax.    

We also have a new line of shirts for the ladies and Tilley Hats 

Contact John Huddleston for more information.   

 



 

 

Member Items For Sale 

Looking to unload some of those precious items that you no longer need? 

  We can help.  Send a message to bowsprit@bayyachtclub.org   and we will list your item for sale.   

Ad must be renewed monthly  (but you’ll have sold it by then so it won’t be necessary). 

 

Delta 35 anchor (used twice) recommended for 35 to 45 ft boat.  Price new is $301 (w/tax) @ WM, 

asking $150    Mark 575-650-7547 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 

MORF 6PM 

3 

4th Social 

7PM 

4 5 

6 7 8 9 

MORF 6PM 

10 11 12 

Ingleside 

Cruise 

13 

Ingleside 

Cruise 

14 15 

 

16 

MORF 6PM 

Race Week 

17 

Race Week 

Game Night 

18 

Race Week 

19 

Race Week 

Dinner 

20 21 22 23 

MORF 6PM 

24 25 

Dinner 

26 

 

27 28 29 30 

MORF 6PM 

31 

Game Night 
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